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Our Violin Making Tradition:
350 Years Of Experience You Can Hear

he Leonhardt Workshop, producing qual i ty

bowed instruments since 1926, is si tuated

in the smal l town of Mit tenwald. This

center o f South German

lu ther ie has a 350-year

tradit ion of viol in mak-

ing . The Leonhard t

workshop has grad-

uated from its hum-

ble beginnings to an

ate l ier o f master

craf tsmen. Shop

founder Anton Die t l was

succeeded by his son-in-law

Wil fr ied Leonhardt — himself son of Mit tenwald

lu th ier Fr i t z Leonhard t (p lucked ins t ruments ) .

Wi l f r ied Leonhard t has in turn been

fol lowed by his own son, mas-

ter lu th ier Ra iner W.

Leonhard t (1997) .

Cons ider ing Rainer

W. Leonhardt ’s pas-

s ion for exce l len t

cra f tsmanship , i t

comes as no sur-

pr ise tha t he is a lso

manager of the renowned

Mi t tenwald Museum of Vio l in

Making.

T
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Vio l in making is a ver y specia l

ar t-craf t requ i r ing the com-

mand of many tradi t ional ski l ls .

A special ta lent for woodworking

and ar t is t ic sens ib i l i ty are among

them, but most important is the abi l i ty

to incorporate the vast v io l in craf t ing exper ience

of earl ier generat ions into one’s work.

Th is commi tment to t rad i t ion exp la ins why hand

craf ted instruments from the Leonhardt Workshop

persuade not only visual ly and tact i le ly, but above

a l l in the i r musica l respons iveness and tona l

beauty.
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The Process: From Handcrafted Art to Music

The Leonhard t workshop represents the th i rd

genera t ion of v io l in makers , ser v ing the th i rd

generat ion of sat isf ied customers.



Company Founder Anton Diet l

RainerW.Leonhardt,ViolinMaker InTheThirdGeneration

y fami ly t rad i t ion

taught me the bas ics

of the trade, of course. I com-

pleted my off ic ia l educat ion at

the German Nat iona l Trade

School for Viol in Makers in Mit-

tenwald.

A f ter qua l i fy ing as a journey-

man in 1983 , I spent seven

years in the shops of master

luthiers, refining my knowledge

of the bu i ld ing , ser v ic ing , re-

pair ing, restor ing, and modif i-

cat ion of bows and viol ins.

In 1990 I was cer t i f ied as a German Master

Craf tsman by the Chamber of

Sk i l led Craf ts for Munich and

Upper Bavaria.

My subsequent years in the

Leonhardt Workshop have been

marked by my increased sensi-

bi l i ty to the needs of perform-

ing music ians , wi th many of

whom I have come to work

close ly. These „par tnersh ips“

with musicians and the knowl-

edge I have ga ined dur ing my

years of s tudy and apprent icesh ip have had a

profound effect on our instruments.

M
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3 Generat ions: Grandson Max, Father Rainer and Grandfather Wil fr ied Leonhardt



It All Begins
With

The Wood
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ur instruments are made exclusively of

spruce and maple from our nat ive forests

and from the forests of Bosnia, Austria and north-

ern I ta ly. We careful ly air-dry our

wood, of ten for decades.

Al l our wood has been

fe l led in the win ter

months dur ing the

appropr ia te moon

phase and carefu l ly

stored to season in the

family tradi t ion.

Fr iends somet imes speak of our

woodshed as i f i t were a wine ce l lar —

which is not a bad comparison, s ince tone wood

must mature as a good Bordeaux matures, slowly,

under moni tored condi t ions.

My v io l ins are a l l model led

af ter I ta l ian and German

master ins t ruments ,

lov ing ly handcraf ted

and hand-varnished,

wi th a t ten t ive care

to detai ls .

Th is a t ten t ion to deta i l

ex tends to our cus tomers ’

instruments and bows in need of

servicing, repair or modif icat ion.

O



Our Sound: Complex, Deeply Satisfying, Tonally Rich

ui ld ing a master viol in is an accumula-

t ion of many smal l s teps, each carr ied

out with painstaking care.

Acoust ica l ly, the v io l in is one of the

most complex of musica l ins t ru-

ments. I ts responsiveness and rel i-

ab i l i t y depend on the prec ise

observance of the physical relat ion-

ships between i ts components.

Sens ib i l i t y in wood craf t ing and the

experience of years go into the creat ion

of commendable viol ins „ in the white“ . The com-

ple t ion of an ins t rument up to th is po in t a lone

takes close to 120 working hours.

In the ensu ing hand-varn ish ing

process , carr ied out in the fami ly

t rad i t ion , we use the bes t na tura l

gums, res ins and dyes — among

these she l lac , propo l is , mast ic ,

copa l , benzo in , dragon 's b lood ,

f rankincense, madder root and aloe

— dissolved in oi l or spir i ts in accord

with family recipes. Varnishing a master

viol in enhances its most sovereign qual i t ies
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of appearance, lend-

ing i t a sof t lus t re

and pro tec t ing i ts

fea tures . Sounding

beaut i fu l is no t

enough — a vio l in

must look beaut i fu l ,

too.

The resu l t o f so

much pains tak ing

at ten t ion to deta i l i s a music ian ’s v io l in , a re-

sponsive , even and dependable ins trument wi th

great resonance and carrying potential in any po-

si t ion.

I f you ’d l ike a l i t t le

more convincing, we

inv i te you to v is i t

our workshop . You

will see that „special

wishes“ are our

spec ia l ty — be

these car ved l ions ’

heads , 7 /8 s iz ing ,

marquetr y, doub le

purfl ing, a particular

varnish and/or an indiv idual choice of woods. I t

goes wi thout say ing that these requests wi l l be

ful f i l led by a master craf tsman.

I f you’re in terested, cur ious or just p la in impa-

t ient , come and glance over our shoulders whi le

we are working. Take a l i t t le guided tour through

our shop and disp lay rooms and have a look at

our woodshed. You’ l l be convinced: Excel lence is

worth wai t ing for.

„Musicians are the Architects

of Heaven.“ (Bobby Mac Ferrin)



We give special at tent ion to set t ing

up our instruments.

The musician’s tools aren’t the gouges and planes

with which we handcraf t v io l ins. His creat iv i ty is

dependent on the pegs, sound post , br idge, f in-

gerboard and top nut , f ine-tuners and chin rest

on h is par t icu lar ins t rument . V io l in sound and

playabi l i ty are great ly af fected by the care taken

with these components in the sett ing-up process.

Qua l i ty in terac t ion between the p layer and his

v io l in depend on i t . I t ’s not wi thout reason, for

instance, that we speak of the sound post as the

„soul“ of the instrument .

Our

sound posts and

br idges — craf ted exclus ive ly f rom selec ted ,

well seasoned, f ine-grained spruce and maple —

guarantee that the str ings and the body of the in-

strument wi l l funct ion as an integrated whole.



The Leonhardt Workshop and the
Essence of a Good Violin

he Leonhardt Workshop guarantees the

quali ty of i ts products. Our tuning pegs,

ta i l p ins, ta i lp ieces and simi lar components are

general ly hand-craf ted in Germany, I ta ly or Eng-

land using high-qual i ty precious woods: ebony,

boxwood, R io pa l isander, pa lo azu l and

snakewood. Decora t ive mater ia ls in-

clude mother-of-pearl , wooden- and

gold f i t t ings.

The Lyre, our unique generat ions-old trademark,

symbolizes the Leonhardt quality guarantee. Each

of our ins t ruments bears the Leonhard t Lyre

twice: once inside the instrument , and again as a

brand mark beneath the button on the back.

T

The Original Leonhardt

Quality Trademark: The Lyre



Violin N° 110 Imitation of an Old Italian Violin

his f ine instrument was created along

the l ines of the o ld I ta l ian masters .

Ground coat and varn ish emphas ize i ts spec ia l

charm.

T

_12 _



at ive wood, fel led during the proper moon

phase, lends special qual i ty to this instru-

ment . A rare one-piece maple back and a hazel

spruce top.

Violin N° 100 Mountain Maple
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Violin N° 150 Imitation of an Old Instrument

e have a good se lec t ion of qua l i ty

ins t ruments for nov ices . Var ious

models and types.

W
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olo instruments made of choice, well-sea-

soned tone wood. A shaded, hand-applied

varnish enhances the play of light on the wood in this

model.

Violin N° 100 Bosnian Maple
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Viola N° 200

oth master violas and workshop instru-

ments may be had in al l s izes (38.0 –

42.0 cm) and in al l pr ice classes. We also pro-

duce our own individual ly-sized models for spe-

cial playing comfort .

B
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he perfect violin for the novice, made of well-

seasoned tone wood. Choice of color. Agreeable,

warm tone.

T
Cello N° 32 Student Instrument
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Cello N° 36 Master Cello „Bergfeuer“ („Mountain Fire“)

aster cellos modeled after famous master

luthier-instruments (Stradivarius, Guarner-

ius, Gorfiller …) One-of-a kind instruments made from

choice, seasoned Bosnian woods.
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Cellos N° 40 and 51 Italian Poplar
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Master cel los made of

I ta l ian poplar

Model „Stradivarius“

enhanced by spectacular

shadow play varnishing.

Model „Montagnana“



hese models are master ins t ruments

made of selected tone wood, with an I tal-

ian ground coat and var ious I ta l ian varn ishes .

A lso ava i lab le : F lower- and Birdseye Maple for

the ribs, bot tom and neck.

T
Cello N° 60, built in historic Italian Style

Birdseye Maple / Hazel Spruce



Cello N° 300 Solo Instrument
Bosnian Maple

are models of ver y o ld , wel l sea-

soned tone wood of the best qual i ty.

Exclus ive ins t ruments handcraf ted to your per-

sonal wishes and needs.

A le t ter o f cer t i f ica t ion and documentar y co lor

photos are included.

R
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Find your Personal Instrument in the Quiet
of Our Spacious Showroom

hether you are considering buying

a v io l in , v io la or ce l lo , your u tmost

need is for a quiet place to get acquainted with the

instruments of your choice at your own pace. You

wi l l f ind the atmosphere you need in our show-

room. A r ich assor tment o f our products , f rom

qual i ty s tudent ins t ruments to master

ins t ruments , s tands at

your disposal .

Try out your pract ice rout ine. Make side-by-side

comparisons.

Al low yoursel f plenty of t ime. You’ l l la ter be able

to look back with pleasure on the making of this

impor tan t dec is ion , and you wi l l know you’ve

made the right decis ion, as wel l .

W

“Music in the soul can be heard by the universe.”

(Lao Tsu)
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Violin Making Entails More Than
Just Making Violins

v io l in maker out o f conv ic t ion wi l l

never l imi t h imsel f to jus t bu i ld ing

instruments.

Our f i rm has a lways seen i ts task on a broad

scale . Music ians are our par tners . I t is through

them that we have been able to cont inual ly ref ine

the qual i ty of our instruments. Working closely

with musicians also helps us to keep our re-

pair work except ional and our restora-

t ion work dist inguished.

Dea l ing in good used ins t ruments and

bows is another rewarding and essential

sector of our business. We carry a represen-

tat ive assortment of viol ins, v iolas and cel los

in excel lent playing condi t ion.

You haven ’ t found the ins t rument

you’re looking for? Ask us. We’l l be

glad to be of service in f inding the

instrument for your special needs.

A
Our wel l-stocked

assor tment of accessor ies

includes a great variety of old and

new viol in-, v iola- and cel lo bows.

Reha i r ing your bow wi th pr ime Mongol ian

horse ha i r can be done at modera te

cos t . Th is mater ia l a lone is robust

enough to ensure good durabi l i ty and a

round, even tone.

Natura l ly, we carr y a large assor tment o f

cases, from basic to real pieces of art , in al l

s i zes and pr ice ranges . Look for our ce l lo

cases of l ightweight durabi l i ty at an at trac-

t ive price.
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ual i ty doesn ’ t necessar i ly thr ive be-

hind closed doors . The Leonhard t

workshop trad i t iona l ly welcomes prospect ive

buyers and those simply interested in the craf t .

This may be one of the reasons for the frequent

vis i ts the media pay to our shop.

Qua l i ty isn ’ t a ques t ion of be ing „d iscovered“ .

Leonhardt qual i ty ins truments may be seen and

heard both at the large European trade fairs ( In-

ternat iona l Mus ic Fa i r Frankfur t , Munich Trade

Fair ) and at important internat ional exposi t ions.

We also par t ic ipate wi th regular success in the

main European viol in making compet i t ions.

Qual i ty can also be material ly rewarding, as seen

below:

1989 Medal o f Honor, Fi rs t P lace ,

Gui ld of Viol in Makers of the

Chamber of Ski l led Craf ts

for Munich and Upper

Bavaria.

1993 Medal of Honor, Gui ld of French Luthiers

1995 Winner, Best German Music Instrument ( for

the violoncel lo „Bergfeuer“) , German Ministry of

Commerce.

1997 Prize of the European Associat ion of Viol in-

and Bow Makers for the best craf ted instrument

submitted by a European at the international com-

pet i t ion in Mit tenwald.

2005 Specia l Pr i ze of the Kre issparkasse

Garmisch-Partenkirchen for handcraf t ing of ex-

cel lence.

Surely these awards account in part for the fact

tha t Leonhard t qua l i ty ins t ruments are heard

throughout the world.

Q

Success is a Journey,
not a Destination

The Leonhardt Workshop:
Founded in Mittenwald — Known Throughout The World



It’s easy to find us!
If you’re coming from Munich-Garmisch (A 95),
take the third Mittenwald turn-off (Mittenwald

Süd — Leutasch).
If you’re coming from Innsbruck, take the
first Mittenwald turn-off (Mitten-
wald Süd — Leutasch).
Cont inue a shor t d is-

tance along the „ Innsbrucker Straße“ in the direct ion of
the town. Af ter crossing the Isar River take the f irst r ight
turn („Mühlenweg“) . Cont inue for about 200 m and take a
right turn again short of the rai lway tracks. Welcome to

„Geigenbau Leonhardt“ — welcome to our workshop!
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We at the Leonhardt Workshop
Are Looking Forward to Your Visit
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